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Note. — The total areas of the Counties as given in the foregoing Tables comprise Bog, Waste, Water, Roads, and Fences. , 

about 4,000; they were selected from the Constabulary and Metropolitan Police; and, as on former occasions, discharged their du i 
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IRELAND FOR THE YEAR 1859. 



1858 and 1S59; — the numbers for the latter year have been compiled from Returns lately obtained by the Enumerators; — 
necessary, but it is not expected that any change of importance will be required. 
an /he 2nd of June, and terminated about the middle of July. 
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number of Holdings in Ireland, — from all of which Returns are obtained, — is nearly 000,000. The number of Enumerators this year was 
very efficient manner. 
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ABSTRACT OP CEREAL CROPS. 



1858. 



540,964 
. 1,9111,241 
. 190,760 

, 10,472 

12,935 



'‘I • 



465,497 

1,981,197 

177,519 

13,242 

14,841 



81,407 

13,249 



2,748,330 2,652,290 



ABSTRACT OP GREEK CROPS. 



Potatoes 1,159,707 



Turnips, 

Mangel Wurzel and 
Cabbage, 

. Carrots, Parsnips, 
Green Crops, . 
Yetciies and Rape, . 



Beet Root, . 

AND OTHER 1 



338,202 

29,731 

33,132 

23,399 



22,050 

33,207 



15,936 

2,623 

1,552 



GENERAL SUMMARY. 



Decrease on Cereal Crops, 
Increase in Green Crops, 

Do. Do. on Flax, . 
Do. on Meadow and Clover, 



• . in 1859, . 

. 18,8301 

- 44,683 L in do., . 
. 12,185 J 



Ant 

96,061 

75,63 



Total Decrease in the extent of Land under Crops, in 1839, 29 , sk 



Total extent, in Statute Acres, of Cereal and Green Crops from 1855 to 1859, inclusive. 



1855 

1856 

1857 



Turnips. 



445,775 2,118,858 
529,050 2,037,437 
559,646 1,980,934 



226,629 22,817 

182,796 19,891 

211,288 21,374 



18,485 982,301 

16,034 1,104,704 

13,586 I,146/i47 



366,953 22,567 
354,451 22,201 
350,047 21,629 




24,121 

27,968 

30,011 



19,042 

20,734 

21,602 



29,406 97,075 1,314,097 
29,183 106,311 1)302,787 
34,740 97,721 1,369,192 



546.964 1,981,241 1,90,763 

465,497 1,981,197 177,519 



16,472 12,935 1,159,707 

13,242 14,841 1,200,144 



338,202 29,731 33,132 

322,266 27,108 31,5*10 



23,399 33,360 91,646 1,424,493 

22,056 33,207 136,329 1,436,680 



As regard, tl.o present condition of Irish Agriculture, I leg to state that I continue to receive communications font various quarter. «n- 
plainingof the pernicious growth of Weeds, which is unfortunately still permitted so extensively to prevail, not only upon the Tiilaoc a.dGua 
Lands of the country, but also along the sides of Public Roads, Railways, and Canals ; and an anxious desire is very generally expressed for > 
LeghMvc m rustsre to prole, l the mimlriou, ami improving farmer, who clean, hi, Uni, firm the gnat injury done to hi, crop hj th mnjd 
fated, of notion. Weed,, which are carried by tlie wind from the field of some negligent and careless neighbour, as well as from the other 
fruitful sources of contamination above referred to. Such a protection is aflorded to the cultivator of the soil in sumo of Her Majesty! 
Colonies, and also in parts of Europe. 

Upon tins subject the following experiments of that eminent man and distinguished Agriculturist, the late Sir John Sinclair, cannot bet* 
forcibly impressed upon the public mind : — 



‘ .f eve '‘ ,,C1 '? S 9 rave tty v>ere fallowed, and sown broad-cast with wheat ; one acre was ■measured of, and not a weed was puSfl 

out of it; the other six were carefully weeded. The unweeded acre produced 18 bushels; the six weeded acres 135 bushels or 22h per cere. « hie 
is U bushels, or * more pnduce tufa, vur of weeding. -2. A six-awe field teas soim with barley, in fine tilth, and well manured. The weed*:, 
owing to a great abundance of charlock, cost 12s. per acre. The produce of an unweeded acre was only 1 3 bushels; of the weeded . 28. Difero-c 
tn favour of weeding, 15 bushels per acre, besides the land being so much cleaner for succeeding crops. — 3. Six acres sown with oats; one act 
ploughed but mice, and imr.ianured, produced only 17 bushels. A nother six acres ploughed three times, manured, and weeded, produced 37 bid * 
This experiment proves that oats require good management, and will pay for it as well as other crops. Ten bushels of the increased produce ms 
be fairly attributed to the weeding, and the other ten to the manure." 



I take this opportunity of again expressing my respectful thanks to the Landed Proprietors, the Tenant Farmers, the Clergy of all denomio 
tions, and to the Public Press, for tlieir continued and generous assistance in reference to the collection of these important Statistics, the succs; 
of which is mainly due to the good feeling and confidence that now prevail on this subject— which are so creditable to the intelligence of ail 
ranks and classes in Ireland. 



Agricultural Statistics Office, 

5 Henrietta-street, Dublin, 

8th Septembei', 1859. 



William Donnelly, 

Registrar-General 
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ie numbers for the latter year have been compiled from Returns lately obtained by the Enumerators ; — 
ecessary, but it is not expected that any change of importance will be required. 
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334,05 


1,090,350 


47^501 


123,13. 


170,94 








incr. 


Incr 


Inc; 


Incr 


Incr 


Incr. 


Incr. 


Dccr. 


Incr. 


lucr. 




Incr. 


Incr. 


Incr. 


Incr. 


Deer. 


Deer. 


Deer. 




total Increase or Decrease in 
Connaught, j 


1,952 


194 


163 


549 


770 


3,633 


7,692 


6,611 


3,317 


11,965 


16,363 


17,160 


11,795 


23,859 


**“ 


3,550 


17,040 


20,598 






432,39 

443,51 


23,93 




r 07 


COS, 91 


1,688,40 




CDC.1SC 


040,738 

702,018 


8,910,13 


1,321,95 

1,582,40 


811,33 

810,91 


1,101,053 3,494,09 


330,3351, 070, 4931, 409,39 

i ! 

523,039! 940,1S4;1.2G2,87 








| _ 








1 














Incr 




Inrr.l Incr 


ilucr 


Iuer. 


Turr. 


| Dccr. 


Incr. 


lucr. 


Incr. 


Incr. 


Dccr. 


Incr. 


Incr. 


Dccr. 


Deer. 


Deer. 




Ireland, j 


ll.UG 


1,312 


| 921 


J 1,867 1,37 


17,595 


51,619 




33,605 j 61,280 


142,832 


40,510 


444 


53,297 


93,363 


7,696 


139,314 447,010 





Holdings in Ireland, — from all of which Returns are obtained, — is nearly 000,000. The number of Enumerators this year was about 4,000 ; they 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS OP IRELAND FOR THE YEAR 1859. 



Increase 



Total Number of Live Stook in each Year from 1855 to 1859, inclusive. 



1115.5 

11)5(1, .... 

1857 



11158, 

185!), 



' Decrease iu Numbers from 1855 to 1859, 



556,287 

573.108 

595,782 



<511,321 

628,916 

Increase. 

72,629 



No. of Cattlo. 
3,50.1,400 
8,587,858 
3,620,954 



3,6(57,304 

3,610,136 




No. of Stoop. No. of Pigs. 

3,602,812 1,177,605 

8, 094,294 918,525 

3,452,252 1,855,180 

3,194,9.93 3,409,883 

3,588,356 1,262,873 

Decrease. Increase. 

13,986 85,208 



Total Value of Live Stook in each Year from 1855 to 1859, calculated according to the Rates assumed by the Census Commissioners of 1841 
viz. : — For Horses, £8 each; Cattle, £6 10s. ; Sheep, 22s. ; and Pigs, 25s. each : 



Increase or Decrease in Valuo from 1855 to 1859, 
Do. Do. in Do 1858 to 1050, 



4,890,568 

5,031,32(1 



Increase. 
£50 1,032 

Increase. 
£140, 7G0 



Cattle. 



23,168,600 

23,321,077 

23,536,201 

23,837,476 

24,765,884 



Increase. 

£1,597,28-1 




Stoop. 

£ 

3,962,576 

4,063,723 

3,797,477 

3,844,492 

3,947,192 

Doorcase. 

£15,384 

Increase. 

£102,700 



I’lgo. Total. 

£ £ 

1,472.006 33,053,478 

1,148,156 33.120,220 

1,668,982 33,700,916 

1,762,354 34.334,890 

1,578,591 85, 322, 995 



Increase. Increase. 

£106,585 £2,269,517 

Decrease. Increase. 

£1(18,763 £9118,105 



As regards the present condition of Iiiah Agriculture, 1 beg to statotbatlcontinuo to receive communications from various quarters conipbiniir; 
of tho pernicious growth of Weeds, which is unfortunately still permitted so extensively to prevail, not only upon the Tillage and Grass Lands of 
the country, but also along tbo sides of Public Roads, Railways, and Canals ; and an anxious desire is very generally expressed for a Legidslite 
measure to protect the industrious and improving farmer, who cleans his land, from the great injury done to his crops by the winged seeds nf 
noxious Weeds, which are carried by the wind from tho fluid of sonic nogligont and careless neighbour, as well as from the other fruitful sources 
of contamination above referrod to. Such a protection is afforded to the cultivator of tho soil in some of Her Majesty’s Colonies, and also in parts 
of Europe. 

Upon this subject tho following experiments of that eminent man and distinguished Agriculturist, the late Sir John Sinclair, cannot be too 
forcibly impressed upon the public mind: — 

”!• heven cures of light gravelly land were, fallowed, and sown broad-cast with wheal ; me acre *w* measured off, and not a weed wees pulled oil! 
of it ; tho other six were, carefully weeded. The unwteded acre, produced 18 bushels; the six. weed id acres 185 bushels, or 22.', per acre, which is 44 
bushels, or * more produce in favour of weeding. — 2. A six-acre field was sown with barley, in fine tilth, and well manured. The weeding, owing toe 
great abundance of charlock, cost 12*. per acre. The produce of an vnweeded item was only 13 bushels; of the weeded, 28. Difference in favour of 
weeding, lo bushels per acre, besides the land hung so much cleaner for succeeding crojns. — 8. A fix acres sown with oats ; one acre ploughed but once, 
and nnmanvnd, produced only 17 bushels. Another six acres ploughed three times, manured, and weeded, produced 87 bushels. This experiment 
proves that outs require good management, and will pay for it as well as other crops. Tat bushels of the inemtstd produce may be fairly attribuld 
to the weeding, and the other ten to the manure.’' 

I take this opportunity of again expressing my respectful thanks to tho Landed Proprietors, the Tenant Farmers, the Clergy of all denomination!, 
and to tbo Public Press, for their continued and geuoroua assistance in reference to the collection of those important Statistics, the success of wbidi 
is mainly due to tho good feeling and confidence that now prevail on this subject — which are so creditable to the intelligence of all ranks and 
classes in Ireland. 

Agricultural Statistics Office, William Donnellt, 

5, IIenrietta-strekt, Dublin, Registrar-General. 

8tli Sept ember, 1859. 



Dublin : Printed by Alkx. Thom & Sons, 87 & 88, Abbey-street, 
For Hot Majesty’s Stationery Ofliee. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



